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5th Grade Science



2026 Science STAAR Prep

Hello!

Thank you so much for downloading this 2-week review
planning guide. | aim to make test prep as simple as possible!

If you followed the Science Penguin Full-Year Planning Guide,
you have already:

v

v
v

v
v
v

taught all tested content
reviewed tested content from previous grade levels

practiced all types of STAAR questions with Boom
Cards, Google Forms, and Test Prep Task Cards

improved students’ wrifing, reasoning, and science skills
utilized various materials to meet individual needs
reviewed content all year with Spiral Review

In the STAAR Planning Guide, we will:

v
v

follow TEA's Assessed Curriculum and Blueprint

use fresh resources that were not key components of
the Full-Year Planning Guide

Please remember this is a planning guide. | don’t know your
students like you do. Trust yourself to decide what is best for
your students!

Ari Mosquera
Owner, The Science Penguin


https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/staar/2026-staar-elementary-science-assessed-curriculum.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/staar/elementary-blueprint-2026.pdf

2026 STAAR Tested TEKS

These standards are eligible for the 2026 Science STAAR.

The full-year planning guide thoroughly addressed these

standards with phenomenon-based units and reviewed
tested TEKS from 4" grade.

Matter and Energy Strand

Force, Motion, and Energy Strand




2026 STAAR Tested TEKS

Earth and Space Strand

Organisms and Environments Strand




2026 STAAR FAQ

: Will 39 grade TEKS be assessed?

A:

According to TEA’s presentation at the 2025 CAST

conference and verification with TEA in January, the 3@
grade TEKS will not be assessed in Spring 2026.

We announced at the
2024 science state
conference that the
grades 3 and 6 will

not be included on

forms to allow for
instructional shifts in
the new TEKS.

the 2026 STAAR test

MOST POPULAR FAQ: Will the 3" and 6t grade standards be
assessed in Spring 2026?

What TEKS are eligible to be assessed with the full implementation into

STAAR?

Full Implementation into STAAR

and following years

> Assessed Curriculum: NEW Assessed
Curriculum documents

Full Implementation (Beginning Spring 2026)

» Blueprint: NEW blueprints
Full Implementation (Beginning Spring 2026)
> Reference Materials (Middle School Only):

NEW reference materials
Middle School Science Reference Materials

» Assessed Curriculum: NEW Assessed
Curriculum documents

Full Implementation (Beginning Spring 2026)

» Blueprint: NEW blueprints

Full Implementation (Beginning Spring 2026)

> Reference Materials (Middle School Only):
NEW reference materials
Middle School Science Reference Materials

For Spring 2026 ONLY, the grade 3 and grade 6
standards included on the assessed curriculum
documents will not be included on STAAR to
allow for instructional shifts in the new TEKS.

Beginning with the Spring 2027
administration, all standards on the assessed
curriculum documents are available to be

d on STAAR.

TER | TEXAS ASSESSMENT Supporting Academic Achievement

TEA | TEXAS ASSESSMENT

Valid and Reliable Measures of Student Progress 13

Q:
A:

How many questions can we expect?

According to TEA's Elementary Science STAAR

Blueprint, there will be 24-26 questions.

W STAAR Elementary Science STAAR Blueprint Effective beginning with the
e Administered in Grade 5 2025-2026 school year
Strand Number of Questions  Number of Points Question Types by Point Value Numbsr of Num!.)er of
Questions Points

Matter and Energy 3-5 4-7

1-point questions (multiple choice and 18-22 18-22
Force, Motion, and Energy 46 5-8 non-multiple choice)
Earth and Space 10-12 11-15 i i .

2—point questions (non—-multiple 46 8-12

. . hoice) "

Organisms and Environments 4-6 5-8 c
Total 24-26 30 Total 24-26 30

Sub-scores will not be reported for the Strands.




2026 STAAR FAQ

Q: What question types are eligible for testing in 2026<¢

A: According to TEA's Elementary Science STAAR
Blueprint, we might see:

« Drag and drop

 Hof spot

* Inline choice

« Match table grid

«  Multipart

« Multiple choice

«  Multiselect

« Short constructed response
« Cluster question sets

Question types: Drag and drop, hot spot, inline choice, match table grid, multipart, multiple choice, multiselect, short constructed response (SCR), and cluster
question sets. Cluster question sets are composed of a stimulus (scenario with a graphic and/or data display) and 3-5 questions. Each question in the cluster
counts as a separate question in the blueprint and is scored independently from other questions in the cluster. Practice Test site




Purchasing Options

You have 3 purchasing options for perfect test prep!

Science STAAR Bundle 5th Grade TEKS Bundle
Contains test prep resources Contains the STAAR bundle
specific to STAAR readiness and teaching resources for
an entire year

You can purchase resources individually on TPT. Browse here.

I\TEST PREP PRINTABLES -

"10DAYS
10Tk WDETECTIVES

= e | & B i @ css
= SR O T8 77 CHING GUIDE



https://thesciencepenguin.mykajabi.com/5th-grade-staar-access
https://thesciencepenguin.mykajabi.com/5th-teks-personal
https://thesciencepenguin.mykajabi.com/5th-teks-personal
https://thesciencepenguin.mykajabi.com/5th-teks-personal
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-science-penguin/category-science-staar-275898?view=gridview

Individualized Review

Use individual student data to guide your review
outside of class!

Print or digitally assign the topics each student needs to
review for homework, during your intfervention time, or
as morning work.

| OULEINLE TEQI 'K
CIRCL

STAAR-TESTED TOPICS ' '. éﬁ ience
L NGUIN

5" Grade Science Review Science Test Prep Scenarios

© The Science Penguin


https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/5th-Grade-Science-STAAR-End-of-the-Year-Review-Worksheets-Digital-Resources-5298830
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/5th-Grade-Science-STAAR-End-of-the-Year-Review-Worksheets-Digital-Resources-5298830
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/5th-Grade-Science-STAAR-End-of-the-Year-Review-Worksheets-Digital-Resources-5298830
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/5th-Grade-Science-STAAR-Test-Prep-Scenarios-Printable-Digital-Resource-3725982

10 Days to STAAR

This warm-up is essential to Science STAAR success!

This warm-up in Google Forms contains 10 questions per
day for 10 days.

Each day includes:

« 4 mulfiple-choice questions

1 match table grid question

2 multiselect questions

1 multipart question (2 questions with 1 stimulus)
1 SCR question

As students answer the

questions in Google Forms,
| recommend having them
complete a Think Sheet.

A Think Sheet is a sheet of
paper folded into eighths
on which students jot down
notes to help answer the |

reX 7oy 7

S5 Lo
question. S A
A sample Think Sheet is s @neras

. “iNA= archn, dune I A
shown on the right. 2 [ME EL
7 (e

older

DETAILS AND VIDEO

© The Science Penguin


https://thesciencepenguin.com/2025/07/think-sheets-your-online-science-staar-testing-solution.html

Day |

Warm-up 10 Days to Science STAAR Day 1
25 minutes * Assign 10 Days to Science STAAR in Google Forms

and have students complete their Think Sheets.
See details on the previous page.

« Go over the answers to clear up misconceptions.

Study Folder & | STAAR Study Folder and SCR Detectives

Review Activity |+ Setup a STAAR Study Folder for each student. This
45 minutes is a reference tool and includes information that
students should memorize.

« SCR Detectives Day 1: Use the slides to teach
students about SCR questions.

STHSCIENCE
STAAR PREP

\

Sorting Game Properties of Matter Sort
20 minutes * Review the categories and model sorting 2 cards.

* Inteams, students read the cards one at a time
and decide as a group where to place the card.
Check the teams’ work for accuracy or go over
the answers as a whole class.

+ Using the same set of cards, play Sorting Relay or
another game.

© The Science Penguin


https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/10-Days-to-STAAR-5th-Grade-Science-STAAR-Review-2025-DIGITAL-Test-Prep-12992993
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/10-Days-to-STAAR-5th-Grade-Science-STAAR-Review-2025-DIGITAL-Test-Prep-12992993
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/10-Days-to-STAAR-5th-Grade-Science-STAAR-Review-2025-DIGITAL-Test-Prep-12992993
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/5th-Grade-Science-STAAR-Test-Prep-Review-Study-Folder-226756
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/SCR-Detectives-5th-Grade-Science-STAAR-Review-Short-Constructed-Response-13035789
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Physical-Properties-of-Matter-Science-Sort-Activity-4th-5th-Grade-7382091

Day 2

Warm-up
25 minutes

10 Days to Science STAAR Day 2
» Assign 10 Days to Science STAAR in Google Forms
and have students complete their Think Sheets.

« Go over the answers to clear up misconceptions.

Review Activity

45 minutes

SCR Detectives Day 2
« Use the slides to teach students how to analyze
and answer SCR gquestions.

Today we will:

e Debrief the facts about
SCR questions

» Practice answering and
scoring an SCR with a
partner

Sorting Game
20 minutes

Solution or Not a Solution Sort
* Review the categories and model sorting 2 cards.

* Inteams, students read the cards one at a time
and decide as a group where to place the card.
Check the teams’ work for accuracy or go over
the answers as a whole class.

* Using the same set of cards, play Sorting Relay or
another game.

© The Science Penguin



https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/10-Days-to-STAAR-5th-Grade-Science-STAAR-Review-2025-DIGITAL-Test-Prep-12992993
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/10-Days-to-STAAR-5th-Grade-Science-STAAR-Review-2025-DIGITAL-Test-Prep-12992993
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/10-Days-to-STAAR-5th-Grade-Science-STAAR-Review-2025-DIGITAL-Test-Prep-12992993
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/SCR-Detectives-5th-Grade-Science-STAAR-Review-Short-Constructed-Response-13035789
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Solution-or-Not-a-Solution-Science-Sort-Mixtures-and-Solutions-4th-5th-Grade-7381576

Day 3

Warm-up
25 minutes

10 Days to Science STAAR Day 3
« Assign 10 Days to Science STAAR in Google Forms
and have students complete their Think Sheets.

« Go over the answers to clear up misconceptions.

Review Activity

45 minutes

SCR Detectives Day 3
« Use the slides to teach students how to analyze
and answer SCR questions.

Today we will:

o Debrief the facts about
SCR questions

* Practice answering and
scoring an SCR
independently

Sorting Game
20 minutes

Separating Mixtures Sort
» Review the categories and model sorting 2 cards.

In teams, students read the cards one at a time
and decide as a group where to place the card.
Check the teams’ work for accuracy or go over
the answers as a whole class.

Using the same set of cards, play Sorting Relay or
another game.

© The Science Penguin



https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/10-Days-to-STAAR-5th-Grade-Science-STAAR-Review-2025-DIGITAL-Test-Prep-12992993
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/10-Days-to-STAAR-5th-Grade-Science-STAAR-Review-2025-DIGITAL-Test-Prep-12992993
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/10-Days-to-STAAR-5th-Grade-Science-STAAR-Review-2025-DIGITAL-Test-Prep-12992993
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/SCR-Detectives-5th-Grade-Science-STAAR-Review-Short-Constructed-Response-13035789
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Separating-Mixtures-Sort-14536563

Day 4

Warm-up
25 minutes

10 Days to Science STAAR Day 4
» Assign 10 Days to Science STAAR in Google Forms
and have students complete their Think Sheets.

« Go over the answers to clear up misconceptions.

Review Activity

45 minutes
*Free Download

Cluster Set Detectives
« Use the slides to teach students how to analyze
and answer cluster question sets.

e

Sorting Game
20 minutes

Reflection or Refraction Sort
* Review the categories and model sorting 2 cards.

* Inteams, students read the cards one at a time
and decide as a group where to place the card.
Check the teams’ work for accuracy or go over
the answers as a whole class.

* Using the same set of cards, play Sorting Relay or
another game.

© The Science Penguin



https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/10-Days-to-STAAR-5th-Grade-Science-STAAR-Review-2025-DIGITAL-Test-Prep-12992993
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/10-Days-to-STAAR-5th-Grade-Science-STAAR-Review-2025-DIGITAL-Test-Prep-12992993
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/10-Days-to-STAAR-5th-Grade-Science-STAAR-Review-2025-DIGITAL-Test-Prep-12992993
https://thesciencepenguin.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/Cluster-Set-Detectives.pdf
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Light-Energy-Science-Sort-Reflection-and-Refraction-5th-Grade-7381566

Day 5

Warm-up
25 minutes

10 Days to Science STAAR Day 5
« Assign 10 Days to Science STAAR in Google Forms
and have students complete their Think Sheets.

« Go over the answers to clear up misconceptions.

Meets Activity
or

Masters Activity
45 minutes

Meets: Physical Science Test Prep Printables

« Based on your students’ data, print the Physical
Science Test Prep Printables that students most
need to review. | recommend choosing from
Physical Properties of Matter, Mixtures, Separating
Mixtures, Solutions, Conservation of Matter in
Mixtures and Solutions, Force Investigations, Equal
and Unequal Forces, Energy Transfer, Circuits, and
Behavior of Light. : =

« Students complete their
printables. Go over the answers
to clear up misconceptions.

Masters: Visual Stimuli Test Prep Task Cards

Students working toward Masters on STAAR complete
the task cards on paper or in Google Forms. Be sure
to review the answers to clear up misconceptions.

Sorting Game
20 minutes

Ice, Wind, or Water Sort (Slow Changes on Earth)
« Review the categories and model sorting 2 cards.

* Inteams, students read the cards one at a time
and decide as a group where to place the card.
Check the teams’ work for accuracy.

» Using the same set of cards, play Sorting Relay or
another game.

© The Science Penguin



https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/10-Days-to-STAAR-5th-Grade-Science-STAAR-Review-2025-DIGITAL-Test-Prep-12992993
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/10-Days-to-STAAR-5th-Grade-Science-STAAR-Review-2025-DIGITAL-Test-Prep-12992993
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/10-Days-to-STAAR-5th-Grade-Science-STAAR-Review-2025-DIGITAL-Test-Prep-12992993
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Science-Test-Prep-Printables-Bundle-5th-Grade-Science-STAAR-Review-2025-1618754
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Visual-Science-Test-Prep-Task-Cards-Digital-Resource-5th-Grade-Science-STAAR-6627423
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Wind-Water-or-Ice-Science-Sort-Weathering-Erosion-Deposition-4th-5th-Grade-7382110

Day 6

Warm-up

25 minutes

10 Days to Science STAAR Day 6
» Assign 10 Days to Science STAAR in Google Forms
and have students complete their Think Sheets.

« Go over the answers to clear up misconceptions.

Meets Activity
or

Masters Activity
45 minutes

Today, there
are different
activities for
students going
for Meets vs.

Meets: Earth and Space Science Test Prep Printables

* Based on your students’ dataq, print the Earth and
Space Science Test Prep Printables that students
most need to review. | recommend choosing from
Day/Night Cycle, Sun’s Apparent Movement &
Shadows, Seasons, Moon Phases, Sedimentary
Rock Formation, Fossil Fuel Formation, Landform
Formation, Water Cycle, Slow Changes to Earth,
Weather & Climate, and Natural Resources.

Masters on « Students complete their
STAAR. printables. Go over the answers
to clear up misconceptions.
Masters: Data Analysis Test Prep Task Cards
Students working toward Masters on STAAR complete
the task cards on paper or in Google Forms. Be sure
to review the answers to clear up misconceptions.
Sorting Game Weather or Climate Sort
20 minutes » Review the categories and model sorting 2 cards.

* Inteams, students read the cards one at a time
and decide as a group where to place the card.
Check the teams’ work for accuracy.

+ Using the same set of cards, play Sorting Relay or
another game.

© The Science Penguin



https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/10-Days-to-STAAR-5th-Grade-Science-STAAR-Review-2025-DIGITAL-Test-Prep-12992993
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/10-Days-to-STAAR-5th-Grade-Science-STAAR-Review-2025-DIGITAL-Test-Prep-12992993
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/10-Days-to-STAAR-5th-Grade-Science-STAAR-Review-2025-DIGITAL-Test-Prep-12992993
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Science-Test-Prep-Printables-Bundle-5th-Grade-Science-STAAR-Review-2025-1618754
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Analyzing-Data-5th-Grade-Science-STAAR-Test-Prep-Task-Cards-Digital-Option-3743882
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Weather-or-Climate-Science-Sort-3rd-4th-5th-Grade-8696259

Day /

Warm-up

25 minutes

10 Days to Science STAAR Day 7
» Assign 10 Days to Science STAAR in Google Forms
and have students complete their Think Sheets.

« Go over the answers to clear up misconceptions.

Meets Activity
or

Masters Activity
45 minutes

Today, there
are different
activities for
students going
for Meets vs.

Meets: Life Science Test Prep Printables

* Based on your students’ dataq, print the Life
Science Test Prep Printables that students most
need to review. | recommend focusing on Biotic
and Abiotic Factors, Classifying Ecosystem
Interactions, Photosynthesis, Ecosystem Roles,
Movement of Matter in Ecosystems, Food Chains,
Food Welbs, Plant Structures and Functions, ond
Animal Structures and Functions.

Masters on « Students complete their
STAAR. printables. Go over the answers
to clear up misconceptions.
Masters: Silly Alien Test Prep Task Cards
Students working toward Masters on STAAR complete
the task cards on paper or in Google Forms. Be sure
to review the answers to clear up misconceptions.
Sorting Game Renewable or Non-renewable Resources Sort
20 minutes » Review the categories and model sorting 2 cards.

* Inteams, students read the cards one at a time
and decide as a group where to place the card.
Check the teams’ work for accuracy.

« Using the same set of cards, play Sorting Relay or
another game.

© The Science Penguin



https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/10-Days-to-STAAR-5th-Grade-Science-STAAR-Review-2025-DIGITAL-Test-Prep-12992993
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/10-Days-to-STAAR-5th-Grade-Science-STAAR-Review-2025-DIGITAL-Test-Prep-12992993
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/10-Days-to-STAAR-5th-Grade-Science-STAAR-Review-2025-DIGITAL-Test-Prep-12992993
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Science-Test-Prep-Printables-Bundle-5th-Grade-Science-STAAR-Review-2025-1618754
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/5th-Grade-Silly-Science-STAAR-Test-Prep-Task-Cards-Digital-Resource-Option-3743872
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Renewable-or-Nonrenewable-Science-Sort-Natural-Resources-3rd-4th-5th-Grade-8696249

Day 8

Warm-up
25 minutes

10 Days to Science STAAR Day 8
» Assign 10 Days to Science STAAR in Google Forms
and have students complete their Think Sheets.

« Go over the answers to clear up misconceptions.

Review Activity

45 minutes

Today, there
are different
activities for
students going
for Meets vs.
Masters on
STAAR.

Super STAAR Activity Board
« Review the directions and start working through
the nine activities.
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Sorting Game
20 minutes

Water Cycle Sort
* Review the categories and model sorting 2 cards.

* Inteams, students read the cards one at a time
and decide as a group where to place the card.
Check the teams’ work for accuracy.

+ Using the same set of cards, play Sorting Relay or
another game.

© The Science Penguin



https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/10-Days-to-STAAR-5th-Grade-Science-STAAR-Review-2025-DIGITAL-Test-Prep-12992993
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/10-Days-to-STAAR-5th-Grade-Science-STAAR-Review-2025-DIGITAL-Test-Prep-12992993
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/10-Days-to-STAAR-5th-Grade-Science-STAAR-Review-2025-DIGITAL-Test-Prep-12992993
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/5th-Grade-Science-STAAR-Review-Test-Prep-Activity-Board-Stations-1049679
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Water-Cycle-Science-Sort-Evaporation-Condensation-Precipitation-4th-5th-Grade-8687832

Day 9

Warm-up 10 Days to Science STAAR Day 9
25 minutes » Assign 10 Days to Science STAAR in Google Forms

and have students complete their Think Sheets.

« Go over the answers to clear up misconceptions.

Review Activity | Super STAAR Activity Board
45 minutes « Continue working through the nine activities.

Sorting Game Ecosystem Interactions Sort

20 minutes » Review the categories and model sorting 2 cards.

*Free Download

+ Inteams, students read the cards one at a time
and decide as a group where to place the card.
Check the teams’ work for accuracy.

+ Using the same set of cards, play Sorting Relay or
another game.

© The Science Penguin


https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/10-Days-to-STAAR-5th-Grade-Science-STAAR-Review-2025-DIGITAL-Test-Prep-12992993
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/10-Days-to-STAAR-5th-Grade-Science-STAAR-Review-2025-DIGITAL-Test-Prep-12992993
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/10-Days-to-STAAR-5th-Grade-Science-STAAR-Review-2025-DIGITAL-Test-Prep-12992993
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/5th-Grade-Science-STAAR-Review-Test-Prep-Activity-Board-Stations-1049679
https://thesciencepenguin.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/Ecosystem-Interactions-Sort.pdf

Day 10

Warm-up
25 minutes

10 Days to Science STAAR Day 10
» Assign 10 Days to Science STAAR in Google Forms
and have students complete their Think Sheets.

« Go over the answers to clear up misconceptions.

Review Activity

45 minutes

Super STAAR Activity Board

» Finish working through the nine activities. Students
can study their STAAR Review Folders when they
are done. Go over the answers.
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Sorting Game
20 minutes

Producer, Consumer, or Decomposer Sort
* Review the categories and model sorting 2 cards.

* Inteams, students read the cards one at a time
and decide as a group where to place the card.
Check the teams’ work for accuracy.

+ Using the same set of cards, play Sorting Relay or
another game.

© The Science Penguin



https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/10-Days-to-STAAR-5th-Grade-Science-STAAR-Review-2025-DIGITAL-Test-Prep-12992993
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/10-Days-to-STAAR-5th-Grade-Science-STAAR-Review-2025-DIGITAL-Test-Prep-12992993
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/10-Days-to-STAAR-5th-Grade-Science-STAAR-Review-2025-DIGITAL-Test-Prep-12992993
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/5th-Grade-Science-STAAR-Review-Test-Prep-Activity-Board-Stations-1049679
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Producers-Consumers-Decomposers-Science-Sort-Food-Chains-and-Food-Webs-7381552

